
DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS (22 August 2024) 

TOPIC COVERED 

1. Centre plans to take caste count during Census (GS Paper-I: Society) 

2. 17 workers killed as are breaks out after ‘reactor blast’ at A.P. pharma plant 

3. Champai Soren says he will form new political party, raise voice for Dalits 

4. Growth of e-commerce a matter of concern: Goyal (GS Paper-III: S&T) 

5. PM begins Poland visit, says it will help forge more vibrant relations (GS Paper-III: IR) 

6. Dalit, tribal organisations protest against SC’s sub-quota decision (GS Paper-I: Reservation) 

7. SC makes suo motu move to reform advocates’ bodies 

8. 16 MPs and 135 MLAs have declared cases related to crimes against women’ 

9. ‘WHO investigating suspected new polio strain in Meghalaya’ 

10.  ICAR, Penn State team makes a tool small enough to edit plant genomes 

11.  Earth whistles when lightning strikes, and there’s a new melody 

12.  After ‘manifesto moment’, budgetary disappointment (GS Paper-I: Society) 

13.  Power play (GS Paper-III: Environment) 

14.  Imports weaken Indian pharma (GS Paper-III: External Society) 

15.  Were 8 crore new jobs created in three years? (GS Paper-III: Employment) 

 

 

Centre plans to take caste count during Census (22 August) 

A column on caste in the survey form is being considered, says a top government source; move comes amid 

persistent demands from Congress and other parties; the Census, last held in 2011 and scheduled to be 

completed in two phases, remains indefinitely delayed; demand to conduct caste census one of the reasons for 

the delay, says the source 

• The Union government is considering including caste enumeration in the next Census, but no decision has been made yet. 

• Discussions on adding a column for recording caste during the Census are ongoing, amid demands from political parties like 

the Congress and others. 

• The demand for a caste census has contributed to the delay in conducting the next Census. 

• In Independent India, the Census has only enumerated Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST), not a full caste-wise 

population count. 

• The first-ever caste count was done separately from the Census in 2011 by the Congress-led UPA, but the results were never 

published. 

• In 2021, the Union government informed the Supreme Court that the caste data from the 2011 Socio-Economic and Caste 

Census (SECC) was filled with mistakes and inaccuracies. 

• The 1931 Census recorded 4,147 castes, while the SECC of 2011 identified over 46 lakh castes, sub-castes, and names. 



• The government is considering adding a caste option in the next Census, where people can fill out their caste information 

themselves. 

• In 2015, Karnataka's Congress government conducted a caste census, but the report has not been released. 

• The first phase of the Census, focusing on houselisting, had 31 questions notified in January 2020. 

• The second phase, focusing on population enumeration, will have 28 questions finalized but not yet notified. 

• A pre-test for these questions was conducted in 2019 across 76 districts in 36 states and Union Territories, covering over 26 

lakh people. 

• The deadline to finalize administrative boundaries for the Census lapsed on June 30, 2023, and has been extended 10 times 

since 2019. 

• Bihar published a caste census report in 2023, using both offline and digital methods, with a list of 215 categories for people to 

choose from. 

• The last Census was in 2011, and the next one was planned for 2020-2021 but was delayed due to COVID-19. 

• The upcoming Census will be the first digital Census, and the National Population Register (NPR) will be updated at the same 

time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

E.V. Chinnaiah Case 

 

     The case of E.V. Chinnaiah vs. State of Andhra Pradesh (2004) is a significant judgment by the Supreme Court of India that 

addressed issues related to the rights of Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST) and the implications of state policies 

regarding reservations and employment. 

 

Facts of the Case: 

• Petitioner: E.V. Chinnaiah, a member of the Scheduled Caste community in Andhra Pradesh, challenged the Government 

Order (GO) issued by the State Government that classified certain castes within the SC category into sub-categories. 

• Government Order: The GO aimed to provide reservations and benefits based on these sub-categories, leading to claims of 

discrimination within the SC community. 

Key Issues: 

1. Reservation Policies: The main issue revolved around whether the classification of SCs into sub-categories for the purpose 

of reservations was constitutionally valid and whether it was discriminatory against individuals belonging to the broader SC 

category. 

2. Right to Equality: The petition raised questions about the violation of the right to equality under Article 14 of the Indian 

Constitution, which guarantees equal treatment before the law. 

Supreme Court Judgment: 

• The Supreme Court ruled in favor of E.V. Chinnaiah, stating that the classification of SC communities into sub-categories 

was unconstitutional and violated the fundamental right to equality. 

• The Court emphasized that while the government has the right to create policies to uplift marginalized communities, these 

policies should not lead to further discrimination against a particular group within that community. 

• The judgment reaffirmed the need for uniformity in the application of rights and protections under the Constitution for all 

members of Scheduled Castes. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Poland in World War II 
• The country was the first to be invaded by Nazi Germany, and its people endured immense suffering under both German 

and Soviet occupation. 

The Invasion and Occupation: 
• The Blitzkrieg: On September 1, 1939, Nazi Germany launched a surprise invasion of Poland, using a new strategy known as 

the "Blitzkrieg" (lightning war). The Polish military, though bravely defending the country, was overwhelmed by the 
superior German forces. 

• German Occupation: Poland was divided between Germany and the Soviet Union. The German-occupied territories were 
subjected to brutal occupation, with millions of Poles killed, imprisoned, or deported to concentration camps.  

• The Nazis sought to eradicate Polish culture and identity, and many Polish intellectuals and cultural figures were murdered. 
• Resistance Movement: Despite the harsh conditions, a strong resistance movement emerged in Poland. The Polish 

Underground State, led by the Home Army (Armia Krajowa), carried out numerous acts of sabotage and guerrilla warfare 
against the German occupiers. 

The Warsaw Uprising: 
• A Symbol of Resistance: One of the most dramatic events of the war was the Warsaw Uprising in August 1944. Polish Home 

Army units launched an uprising against the German occupiers in Warsaw, hoping to liberate the city before the advancing 
Soviet forces arrived. 

• Brutal Suppression: The German forces responded with extreme brutality, destroying much of the city and killing tens of 
thousands of civilians. The uprising was ultimately unsuccessful, and Warsaw was left in ruins. 

Liberation and the Aftermath: 
• Soviet Liberation: Poland was eventually liberated by the Soviet Red Army in 1945. However, the country emerged from 

the war as a Soviet satellite state, and its independence and sovereignty were severely curtailed. 



• The Cold War: Poland's role in the Cold War was significant. It became a key member of the Warsaw Pact and was aligned 
with the Soviet Union. The country experienced a period of political repression and economic stagnation. 

• Solidarity and the Fall of Communism: In the 1980s, the Solidarity trade union movement emerged in Poland, challenging 
the communist regime. Led by Lech Wałęsa, Solidarity played a crucial role in the fall of communism in Poland and the rest 
of Eastern Europe. 

 

 

 

  

India-Poland Relations: 
 

• The relationship between India and Poland dates back to the 19th century when Sanskrit and Hindi were taught at the 
Jagiellonian University in Krakow. Both countries have shared common ideological perceptions, based on their opposition 
to colonialism, imperialism, and racism. 

• Poland is India's largest trading partner in Central and Eastern Europe. Bilateral trade has witnessed significant growth in 
recent years, driven by increased exports of pharmaceuticals, agricultural products, and IT services from India to Poland. 
Poland, in turn, exports machinery, chemicals, and automotive parts to India. 

• India and Poland have been strengthening their defense cooperation, with a focus on joint military exercises, training, and 
procurement of defense equipment. Both countries have signed several defense agreements to enhance their military ties. 

• India and Poland have a rich cultural heritage, and both countries have been actively promoting cultural exchange 
programs. This includes the exchange of artists, musicians, and scholars, as well as the organization of cultural festivals and 
exhibitions. 

• Both countries have been working to strengthen their maritime cooperation, including collaboration in areas such as 
maritime security and blue economy. 



 

Van Allen radiation belts  



• The Van Allen radiation belts are zones of charged particles trapped 

by the Earth's magnetic field.  

• They are named after Dr. James Van Allen, the physicist who 

discovered these belts in 1958 through instruments carried by the 

first successful American satellite, Explorer 1.  

• There are two main belts, namely the inner and outer radiation 

belts.  

Structure of the Van Allen Radiation Belts: 

1. Inner Belt: 

o The inner radiation belt extends from about 1,000 kilometers 

(620 miles) to 6,000 kilometers (3,700 miles) above the 

Earth’s surface. It is primarily composed of high-energy 

protons and electrons. 

o This belt is formed by cosmic rays entering the Earth’s atmosphere and generates high-energy particles due to the 

decay of radioactive isotopes in the atmosphere. 

2. Outer Belt: 

o The outer radiation belt lies between approximately 13,000 kilometers (8,100 miles) and 58,000 kilometers (36,000 

miles) from the Earth. It mainly consists of high-energy electrons. 

o This belt is more dynamic than the inner belt, affected by solar activity and fluctuations in the Earth's magnetic field. 

Formation and Dynamics: 

• The Van Allen belts form due to the interaction of the solar wind—a stream of charged particles emitted by the Sun—

with the Earth's magnetic field.  

• These charged particles are captured by the magnetic field and are confined to certain regions around the planet, creating 

the radiation belts. 

• Solar flares and coronal mass ejections can enhance the number of particles in the belts temporarily, leading to increased 

radiation levels that can affect satellites and astronauts. 

Effects of the Van Allen Radiation Belts: 

1. Impact on Satellites: 

o Satellites in low Earth orbit must be designed to withstand the radiation present in the Van Allen belts. High-energy 

particles can damage satellite electronics and sensors. 

2. Astronaut Safety: 



o  The belts pose a risk to astronauts in space, particularly during extra-vehicular activities 

(spacewalks), where exposure to intense radiation can have harmful effects. Space missions are 

carefully planned to minimize exposure. 

3. Geomagnetic Storms: 

o On occasions of high solar activity, particles from the Van Allen belts can cascade down 

into the atmosphere, leading to phenomena such as auroras, which are visible in polar regions. 

 

Earth whistles when lightning strikes, and there’s a 

new melody (22 August) 

• Earth is surrounded by a magnetic field called the magnetosphere, which protects the 

planet from harmful radiation from the Sun and space. 

• During a solar storm, the Sun sends out charged particles with high energy. The 

magnetosphere traps these particles and prevents them from reaching the ground. 

• These particles end up in two doughnut-shaped radiation belts in the upper atmosphere, 

known as the Van Allen radiation belts. 

• James Van Allen discovered these belts in 1958. His research helped make space travel 

possible and is important for future space exploration. 

• Lightning strikes create electromagnetic waves, which travel through the atmosphere. 

Some of these waves can be guided by Earth’s magnetic field into a layer of ionized gas above 

the atmosphere. 

• These waves travel along magnetic field lines between the northern and southern 

hemispheres. Higher frequency waves travel faster, up to a tenth of the speed of light. 

• The frequencies of these waves can be heard as whistling noises through a receiver. 

Lower frequency waves lose energy as they travel, so their sounds decrease in tone. 

• Scientists from the University of Alaska Fairbanks discovered a new type of whistler 

wave, which was produced by a previously unknown mechanism. 

• They found that lightning energy injected into the ionosphere at low latitudes could be 

reflected into the magnetosphere, contrary to earlier beliefs. 

• This discovery could double the amount of lightning energy entering the 

magnetosphere, which might lead scientists to revise their understanding of lightning’s 

impact on the Van Allen radiation belts. 

• This research is important for space exploration and understanding Earth’s interactions 

with space. 

Moral pressure and human rights compliance (22 

August) 

• Two ways to enforce human rights norms: Powerful nations can use economic sanctions 

or military invasion, while smaller nations or NGOs can apply moral pressure through 

condemnation. 

• Challenges from state sovereignty: State sovereignty often hinders the implementation 

of international human rights standards, but moral pressure can sometimes force governments 

to change. 

• Authoritarian regimes: Countries like Russia, China, and North Korea often ignore 

international condemnations, especially when these criticisms are driven by political or 

economic agendas. 

• Impact of naming and shaming: Publicly identifying and condemning human rights 

violators (naming and shaming) can sometimes pressure governments to improve their human 

rights records. 

• Successful examples: In countries like Myanmar, Ethiopia, Colombia, and Argentina, 

naming and shaming has led to the release of political prisoners and changes in policies to 

address human rights concerns. 

• Prosecution of dictators: Dictators such as Augusto Pinochet, Slobodan Milošević, 

Charles Taylor, and Alberto Fujimori were prosecuted after global condemnation of their 

actions. 

• Cultural impact: Campaigns against violence toward marginalized groups have increased 

access to justice and reparations for victims, and led to greater human rights protections. 



• Limitations: Some governments resist or deny allegations, making only superficial changes. However, continued pressure and 

activism can lead to greater accountability over time. 

• Specific cases: Despite global condemnation, Israel has shown little compliance with human rights demands, but international 

student protests against actions in Palestine and Bangladesh have exerted moral pressure on those responsible. 

• Global response: Unfortunately, many nations either remain passive or suppress protests to align with their right-wing 

agendas, hindering broader human rights progress. 

Conundrum in international law 

• The main question is whether "naming and shaming" is an effective strategy for enforcing human rights. 

• Naming and shaming involves publicly condemning countries like China, Russia, Israel, or Syria for their human rights 

violations, aiming to pressure them into reform. 

• This strategy includes actions like petitions from organizations like Amnesty International, UN resolutions, or banning 

countries from international events like the Olympics. 

• However, the effectiveness of these moral sanctions is questioned, especially when even stronger measures like military 

invasion or economic sanctions often fail to bring about change. 

• A possible solution is to focus on building strong social and democratic institutions within countries so that human rights are 

upheld naturally from within the society. 

• Human rights advocates should push for a connection between power and law, relying on popular support and democratic 

processes to challenge illiberal forces. 

• There's a need to resist attempts to misuse liberal ideas for propaganda and manipulation by authoritarian regimes, which 

use these tactics to maintain power. 

• The goal is to promote human rights and social reforms that weaken state tyranny and empower citizens. 

• The current global situation is marked by prejudice, fanaticism, and authoritarianism, where free speech is suppressed, and 

people's dignity and freedoms are denied. 

The state and human rights 

• Restoring personal liberty and bringing those guilty of human rights violations to justice is a responsibility of the state, 

according to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

• The state should closely examine its functions and policies to prioritize human rights, creating an environment of peace, 

tolerance, and understanding. 

 

• The state must consider the protection of human rights as a binding and sacred duty. If the state is unwilling to support 

human rights, resistance activism becomes more legitimate as a means to defend the public against state persecution or 

indifference. 

• Successes and failures in implementing human rights are linked to whether the state respects these rights without bias or 

favoritism. 

• For human rights to be respected, the interests of those in power must align with the principle of human rights, supported by 

a deep moral concern. 

• The state needs to build strong institutions that uphold democratic norms and protect human rights based on clear 

ideological commitments. 

• The central importance of human rights must be established, especially in liberal systems, to maintain stability and promote 

public welfare in an equal society. 

• Achieving this requires mobilizing political coalitions, institutional support, and ideologies that ensure compliance with 

human rights and hold violators accountable. 

• This centrality of human rights is lacking in countries like North Korea, China, and others with right-wing governments, where 

power is prioritized over democratic accountability and human rights. 



 

After ‘manifesto moment’, budgetary disappointment (22 August) 

• In the 2024 general election, several major political parties promised support for the LGBTQ+ community, but the Union 

Budget did not meet those expectations. 

• Although significant progress on LGBTQ+ rights was not expected due to the government's opposition to marriage equality, 

the mention of transgender rights in the BJP's manifesto raised some hopes. 

• The LGBTQ+ community only received a small mention in the Budget through funding for transgender welfare programs 

under the "SMILE" programme, which supports initiatives like shelter homes (Garima Grahas) and scholarships. 

• Although the budget for transgender welfare increased slightly from ₹52.91 crore in FY24 to ₹68.46 crore in FY25, actual 

spending last year was much lower (₹22.82 crore), and many shelter homes have closed due to lack of funding. 

• The government made promises in its manifesto to support transgender people, but the small budget increase raises doubts 

about fulfilling those promises. 

• The National AIDS Control Organisation (NACO), responsible for HIV/AIDS and STI prevention, saw its budget reduced from 

₹3,079.97 crore in FY24 to ₹2,892.00 crore in FY25. 

• NACO is crucial in public health, especially for the LGBTQ+ community, which faces higher risks of HIV/AIDS and psychosocial 

challenges. India has over 2.4 million people living with HIV, with many not receiving treatment. 

• Past studies and surveys indicate that risky sexual practices are common in India, leading to a public health concern. Despite 

this, the government reduced funding for programs fighting HIV and STIs, potentially putting public health at risk. 

A denial of rights 

• The lack of adequate budget allocation for LGBTQ+ rights isn't just a matter of misplaced priorities; it's a systematic denial of 

rights to millions of LGBTQ+ Indians, preventing them from accessing their fair share of resources. 

• According to the 2011 Census, there are 4.9 lakh transgender people in India. Even with this low figure, the 2024 Budget 

allocated only ₹1,400 per transgender person for their welfare. 

• More realistic estimates suggest the transgender population in India is around 1.22 crore, which means the allocation per 

person is a mere ₹56. 

• Young Indians, supported by recent court rulings affirming their constitutional rights, need a government that provides safe 

spaces in schools, inclusive mental health care, and equal access to education and employment. 

• Members of Parliament, especially from opposition parties, are encouraged to stand up for LGBTQ+ rights, as some included 

these demands in their election manifestos. 



• There is hope that those in the government who initially supported transgender rights in the BJP’s manifesto will realize their 

mistakes and work toward a more inclusive future. 

• Queer Indians have historically relied on the courts to guarantee their rights, but there’s a need to build on past political 

engagement, such as the 1988 Namdeo Dhasal march and the election of Shabnam Mausi as India’s first transgender MLA in 

1998. 

• Recent successes, like the transgender welfare board in Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu’s LGBTQ+ policy, show that judicial 

progress leads to action when backed by civil society pressure. 

• It's essential to work not only with the central government but also with state and local bodies to ensure that the rights 

recognized on paper are effectively implemented in practice. 

 

LGBTQ+  
 

• LGBTQ+ is an acronym that stands for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer+. It is an umbrella term used to 
represent people who identify as sexual or gender minorities. 

Key Terms: 
• Lesbian: A woman who is sexually or romantically attracted to other women. 
• Gay: A man who is sexually or romantically attracted to other men. 
• Bisexual: A person who is attracted to both men and women.    
• Transgender: A person whose gender identity differs from their assigned sex at birth.    
• Queer+: An umbrella term that encompasses a wide range of gender identities and sexual orientations, often used by 

people who do not fit neatly into the categories of lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender. 
LGBTQ+ in India 
India has a long history of diversity and acceptance of different sexual and gender identities. However, the legal and social 
landscape for LGBTQ+ individuals has been complex and evolving. 

• Historical Context: India has a rich history of diverse gender expressions, as evidenced in ancient texts and cultural 
practices. 

• Legal Challenges: Despite decriminalizing same-sex sexual relations in 2018, LGBTQ+ individuals in India continue to face 
legal and social discrimination. 

• Social Acceptance: There has been a growing acceptance of LGBTQ+ individuals in Indian society, with increasing visibility 
and activism. 

 

Double brake (22 August) 

Struggling with anti-incumbency, BJP faces a resurgent Congress in Haryana 

• The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in Haryana is preparing for the upcoming Assembly election on October 1, where all 90 seats 

will be contested in a single phase. 

• The Jannayak Janta Party (JJP) aims to maintain its position as a third player, and the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) is trying to 

emerge as a significant force, but the main contest is likely between the BJP and the Congress. 

• The BJP faces challenges due to being in power at both the State and Centre for the last 10 years, leading to anti-incumbency 

sentiment. 

• In response, the BJP replaced the former Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar with Nayab Singh Saini in March. Saini has been 

trying to win over various interest groups by reversing previous decisions and introducing new schemes. 

• Some of these measures include increasing expenditure limits for gram panchayats, ensuring job security for 1.20 lakh 

contractual employees, and restoring the creamy layer annual income for Other Backward Classes to ₹8 lakh. 

• The BJP also promised a 10% reservation for Agniveers in State government jobs and expanded minimum support prices for 

crops. 

• The BJP had previously benefited from the social divide between Jats and non-Jats, but this alliance has weakened due to the 

farmers' agitation and the Agnipath scheme in the past five years. 

• The BJP is also dealing with internal rivalries and a questionable majority in the Assembly. 

• The Congress, led by former Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda, is focusing on issues like unemployment and the 

agricultural crisis. Hooda has managed to unite the party behind him. 

• The Congress still needs to ensure its factional leaders remain united, and communal polarization, though reduced, could 

disrupt their plans. 

• In the last Lok Sabha election, the BJP and Congress each won five of the 10 seats in Haryana, with the Congress increasing its 

vote share. 

• The election outcome in Haryana will have significant implications for both the Congress and the BJP at the national level. 

 

 



Power play (22 August) 

Hydropower projects must factor in the environmental costs 

too 

• Wayanad in Kerala is recovering from a recent landslide, while a 

new landslide in Sikkim caused damage to six houses and a building at 

the NHPC's Teesta-5 hydropower station in Gangtok. 

• Unlike Wayanad, no lives were lost or injuries reported in Sikkim, 

but the landslide is still concerning because it's the second disaster to hit 

a hydropower project along the Teesta River recently. 

• Last October, a glacial outburst from the South Lhonak glacier in 

North Sikkim destroyed the Chungthang dam, crucial to the Teesta-3 

power station, which was the largest hydropower project in Sikkim. 

• The Teesta-3 project, originally supplying 1,200 MW of power, is 

now only producing a tenth of its capacity. The Teesta-5 project (510 MW) 

is also non-functional after the disaster. 

• These events highlight ongoing concerns about hydropower 

projects in the region. Initially, there were plans for 47 power projects 

along the Teesta River in Sikkim and West Bengal, but only five projects 

exist, with 16 others under consideration. 

• The Teesta River, a tributary of the Brahmaputra, originates in 

Tso Lhamo Lake at an elevation of about 5,280 metres in North Sikkim 

and travels through Sikkim, West Bengal, and Bangladesh before joining 

the Bay of Bengal. The river's challenging terrain makes it attractive for 

power projects. 

• However, developing these projects has been complicated by 

environmental risks, insurance costs, public perception, and profitability 

concerns. 

• In the case of the Teesta-3 project, cost-cutting measures, such as 

building a less durable dam, contributed to its destruction. 

• Environmental impact assessments for hydropower projects in 

the region need to accurately estimate the real costs to ensure public 

trust and environmental sustainability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Imports weaken Indian pharma (22 August) 

• Ensuring affordable pharmaceuticals is crucial for controlling healthcare costs in India, where out-of-pocket expenses made 

up 47.1% of total health spending in 2021. 

• The Drugs Price Control Order, 2013, regulates the prices of existing medicines, but promoting local production to create 

competition for critical medicines might be a better solution. 

• The government has initiated two measures that rely on imports, which could negatively impact the domestic pharmaceutical 

industry. 



• First, the Department of Expenditure allowed the Ministry of Health to purchase 120 medicines through global tenders for 

Union government schemes, including popular anti-diabetes and anti-cancer drugs. These medicines are currently 

monopolized by certain companies in India due to patents or regulatory barriers. 

• For over 40 of these 120 medicines, the government specified particular brands, likely increasing the monopoly of foreign 

companies. 

• Second, the 2024-25 Union Budget proposed removing the 10-12% customs duty on three expensive cancer medicines 

marketed by AstraZeneca to reduce their prices. However, this duty reduction might not significantly lower their costs. 

• These measures could discourage domestic producers and increase dependency on imports, while also reinforcing challenges 

faced by local companies, such as the product patent system and strict regulatory guidelines for bio-therapeutic marketing 

approval. 

• New medicines are usually under patent protection, which stops Indian companies from producing affordable generic 
versions or biosimilars. 

• Regulatory guidelines for marketing approval of biosimilars are expensive and time-consuming, making it difficult for 
domestic producers. 

• These barriers can be addressed by proactive go vernment action, using public interest provisions in the Patents Act and 
amending regulatory guidelines. 

• Section 83 of the Patents Act says patents should encourage inventions and ensure they are produced in India on a 
commercial scale without delay. Patents should not allow companies to monopolize imports. 

• The Patents Act also states that patents should benefit the public by making inventions available at affordable prices. 

• The law allows for compulsory licenses (CL) to be granted if a patented medicine is not available at a reasonably affordable 
price. CLs let other companies produce the medicine in India. 

• CLs have only been issued once, despite high prices of many medicines. The Patent Office has not issued CLs for any other 
medicines, even during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• The U.S. government issued multiple licenses during the pandemic, but the Indian government opposed CLs during the same 
period. 

• Section 100 of the Patents Act allows the government to issue government-use licenses to protect public health, enabling 
domestic production of generic versions of patented medicines. 

Biosimilar guidelines 

• The guidelines for marketing approval of biosimilars in India are outdated and require a lot of time and resources. 

• For example, Indian guidelines mandate animal studies, which are no longer required in developed countries like the U.S. and 

the EU. 

• Additionally, while the WHO and U.K. guidelines for biosimilar approval treat clinical trials as optional, Indian guidelines 

still require mandatory clinical trials. 

• These outdated requirements make it harder for Indian producers to bring biosimilars to the market. 

• The International Generic and Biosimilar Medicines Association has pointed out that removing these unnecessary 

requirements could help patients access medicines faster and at lower costs. 

• Recent government decisions, like the duty waiver on cancer medicines and global tendering for critical medicines, go 

against Parliament's directives to improve access to affordable medicines through domestic production. 

• Relying on imports could harm the domestic pharmaceutical industry, weakening its ability to compete and stay relevant. 

• The government should reconsider these decisions and align its policies to support the growth of the domestic 

pharmaceutical industry. 

Were 8 crore new jobs created in three years? (22 August) 

Prime Minister Modi, based on the India-KLEMS database, claimed that India created “eight crore new jobsin 

the last three to four years”. However, analysts are questioning the methodology used to estimate these 

numbers. They argue that little meaningful employment was created in these years 

• Employment, or the lack of it, has been a major topic of debate in India. 

• Recently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi claimed that India created 8 crore new jobs in the last three to four years. 

• He based this claim on data from the India-KLEMS database, which is hosted by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

• According to this database, the number of workers in India increased from 56.6 crore in 2020-21 to 64.3 crore in 2023-24, a 

net rise of 7.8 crore workers. 

• The State Bank of India (SBI) published a report that supported this claim, saying that the India-KLEMS data matched the 

employment figures from the NSSO's Annual Survey of Unincorporated Sector Enterprises (ASUSE), 2022-2023. 

• However, many were surprised by the reported rise in employment, especially during and after the COVID-19 years. 

• The International Labour Organization (ILO) reported that the employment-to-population ratio was stagnant or declining in 

East Asia, South-East Asia, and the Pacific from 2019 to 2023. 

• Given these global trends, some analysts are skeptical about using the India-KLEMS database to claim that India is an outlier 

in job creation. 

• The India-KLEMS project began as an academic exercise funded by the RBI in 2009, and the database is now hosted by the 

RBI. 



• KLEMS stands for Capital (K), Labour (L), Energy (E), Material (M), and Services (S). The framework is used to measure "total 

factor productivity" (TFP), which mainstream economists consider a measure of the efficiency of all inputs in producing 

output. 

• The main goal of the KLEMS framework is not to provide employment data. Employment figures are just inputs into the 

database's model. 

• The RBI does not directly collect data on employment or other inputs for the India-KLEMS database. Instead, it sources 

data from official sources like the Central Statistics Office, Census of India, Annual Survey of Industries, and the Periodic 

Labour Force Surveys (PLFS). 

• It is misleading to refer to these figures as "RBI jobs data" and use them to make political statements about employment 

generation in the economy. 

The method in India-KLEMS 

• India-KLEMS uses employment data from the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS), but it doesn't take the total number of 

workers directly from the survey. 

• PLFS provides the Worker Population Ratio (WPR), which is the share of workers in the population. 

• To estimate the total number of workers, India-KLEMS multiplies the WPR by the total population. 

• The problem arises because India doesn't have an official population count after the 2011 Census. 

• Normally, demographers estimate the population for the years between censuses by interpolating from the last Census. 

However, India-KLEMS took a different approach. 

• For 2017-18 to 2019-20, India-KLEMS used population estimates from the Economic Survey (ES) 2021-22. These estimates 

assumed that the population growth rate after 2011 was the same as it was between 2001 and 2011. 

• For 2020-21 to 2023-24, India-KLEMS switched to using population projections from a 2020 report by the Ministry of Health & 

Family Welfare (MoHFW), which used different methods considering factors like fertility and mortality rates. 

• The inconsistency is that India-KLEMS didn’t use the MoHFW's projections for all years, leading to potential inaccuracies. 

• There are two main issues: 

1. Both the ES and MoHFW population projections do not account for the sharp decline in India’s fertility rates over the past 

decade. For example, the Total Fertility Rate (TFR) in India fell to 2.0 in 2019-21, but the projections assumed a higher TFR. 

2. The projections don’t separate rural and urban populations. India-KLEMS estimated these separately by assuming uniform 

growth rates for both, which is problematic because the rural population is growing more slowly than the urban population. 

This likely leads to an overestimation of the rural population. 

• Because of these issues, the population figures used in India-KLEMS might be overestimated, leading to an overestimation of 

the number of workers in India. 

Shifts in employment structure 

• The PLFS data is readily available, making it unclear why India-KLEMS data is being used for analyzing employment trends. 

• According to PLFS, India’s Worker Population Ratio (WPR) decreased from 38.6% in 2011-12 to 34.7% in 2017-18 but then 

increased to 41.1% in 2022-23. 

• The rise in WPR was mainly due to an increase in rural female WPR, which went up from 17.5% in 2017-18 to 30% in 2022-

23. 

• The government made two claims: that crores of new jobs were created during and after the pandemic, and that women took 

over jobs vacated by men in rural areas. 

• Both claims are flawed. 

• The increase in rural female WPR was mainly due to more rural women engaging in unpaid self-employment in agriculture. 

• Between 2018-19 and 2022-23, the percentage of rural women working in agriculture rose from 71.1% to 76.2%. 

• The percentage of rural women who were self-employed increased from 67.8% to 78.1%. 

• Among female agricultural workers, the share of those working only irregularly or on a minor scale (subsidiary employment) 

increased from 15.6% in 2018-19 to 27.7% in 2022-23. 

• Within this group, about 65% were engaged in unpaid family work in 2022-23. 

• A rise in unpaid subsidiary work can artificially boost WPRs for women. 

• When these higher WPRs are multiplied by an increasing population estimate, it can appear as though the total number of 

workers is steadily rising. 

• Even if WPRs stayed constant, the projected population increase would still show a rise in worker numbers. 

• This is reflected in the workforce figures in India-KLEMS, suggesting that there was little real growth in meaningful, paid 

employment after 2017-18. 

• The shift of men away from agriculture didn’t significantly improve the situation for rural working women. 

The ASUSE comparison 

• The State Bank of India (SBI) report claims that the number of workers in India-KLEMS and ASUSE 2022-23 are roughly the 

same. 

• ASUSE only covers unincorporated non-agricultural establishments in manufacturing, trade, and other services. 

• ASUSE explicitly excludes agricultural work and many manufacturing and trading establishments from its survey. 

• ASUSE reported 11 crore workers in these unincorporated non-agricultural establishments in 2022-23. 



• The SBI report, however, estimates the total number of workers from ASUSE to be 56.8 crore, matching it with India-KLEMS 

figures. 

• To reach this inflated figure, the SBI report likely added workers from sectors not covered by ASUSE, like agriculture, 

construction, registered factories, the corporate sector, government, and cooperatives, using other surveys with different 

methods. 

• There is no scientific basis for combining these different sources to validate the India-KLEMS employment figures. 

• In summary, India-KLEMS data, which was intended for different purposes and uses questionable methods, is being used to 

push a political narrative on job creation. 

• The real issue is that the Government of India has not conducted the new Census, leading to the use of inaccurate population 

estimates. 

• As a result, analysts and institutions rely on flawed projections, which politicizes economic debates and limits proper analysis 

of important trends in the Indian economy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


